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Publicity 


Buchman Tells of Problems 
In Adapting ‘Group’ For Screen 


Mary McCarthy’s outspoken, pro- 
vocative and certainly explicit best- 
seller “The Group,” is a “non- 
novel novel!” 

So says screen veteran Sidney 
Buchman who produced Charles 
K. Feldman’s motion picture treat- 
ment of the controversial tale, 
which opens ............. Ate ts sess cit 
Theatre in Color by DeLuxe 
through United Artists release, 
and who adapted Miss McCarthy’s 
No. 1 best-seller for the screen. It 
was made in its entirety in and 
around New York City by Famous 
Artists Productions and is said to 
be the most ambitious motion pic- 
ture ever produced in the east. 

“Tf there ever was a non-novel 
novel,” Buchman said, “ ‘The 
Group’ is it. It’s a jumble of char- 
acters. It was difficult to adapt for 
films. In writing the screenplay I 
had to create a dramatic chronol- 
ogy. It simply could not be handl- 
ed as Miss McCarthy had in 
prose.” 

But those readers of the novel 
(or non-novel) who evinced such 
fascination in the eight girls of 
“The Group’—Lakey, played by 
Candice Bergen; the cool, intel- 
lectual deviate Dottie, performed 
by Joan Hackett; the withdrawn 
and shy Priss, she of the inner 
strength, portrayed by Elizabeth 
Hartman; the brave and resigned 
Polly played by Shirley Knight; 
the intense and high-strung Kay, 
played by Joanna Pettet; fat, lazy 
and rich Pokey played by Mary- 
Robin Redd; Libby, played by Jes- 
sica Walter, and rich, beautiful 
but abrasive Helena performed by 
Kathleen Widdoes, need have no 
fears. Buchman did not tamper 
with their temperaments. They are 
as real, he says, as when they 
flowed from Miss McCarthy’s pen. 

It took Buchman four months 
to prepare the first draft. “It was 
much too long,” he says. It took 
him another two months to cut it 
down to its present length. 

To translate these qualities to 
the screen, Buchman wrote a script 
of intense complexity. Hewing 
closely to the novel, if not struc- 
turally, then in character and ac- 
tion, the screenplay has over 50 
speaking roles. The action, set for 
the most part in New York City 
where the film was shot, takes 
place in over 60 different sets and 
some 40 actual locations. “In size 
and in terms of production prob- 
lems,” he continued, “the film 
ranks with the spectaculars.” 

Buchman has been closely asso- 
ciated with the making of motion 


Stull TG-55 


pictures for over 30 years. He 
wrote, among others, such mile- 
stones in motion picture history 
as “Here Comes Mr. Jordan,” 
“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” 
“The Mark” and “The Jolson 
Story.” 


Edgar Bergen’s 
Daughter Debuts 
In ‘The Group’ 


Charlie McCarthy’s sister or 
aunt or somebody has an impor- 
tant role in Charles K. Feldman’s 
dramatic screen presentation of 
“The Group,” the United Artists 
release in Color by DeLuxe from 
the No. 1 best-seller by Mary Mc- 
Carthy which opens. ................ at 
theleaen sowie Theatre. Mary is no 
relation of Charlie’s. 

It’s Candice Bergen, daughter 
of Edgar Bergen, Charlie’s alter 
ego, and she makes her motion 
picture debut in the Famous Art- 
ists Production which was adapt- 
ed for the screen and produced by 
Sidney Buchman and directed by 
Sidney Lumet. 

Candice is one of the eight girls 
development from sweet 
graduates to mature women are 
candidly and frankly traced by 
Miss McCarthy in the best-seller. 
She plays “Lakey.” 

Although primarily interested in 
photography and journalism, Can- 
dice, who is working for a degree 
in Art History and Creative Writ- 
ing, won a “Best Actress” award 
at her school, the University of 
Pennsylvania and has done some 
modelling. Even though both 
Buchman and Lumet see great 
possibilities before the cameras 
for her, Candice is not quite sure 
she wants to be an actress yet. 
She’ll know better, she says, when 
she returns from Greece and Tur- 
key where she plans a photograph- 
ic essay-documentary of those 
countries. 


whose 


New York’s Finest 


Said to be the most ambitious 
motion picture ever produced on 
the east coast, Charles K. Feld- 
man’s “The Group,” prepared from 
Mary McCarthy’s No. 1 best-seller 
of the same title by Sidney Buch- 
man who also produced it, opens 
ees at the ............ Theatre. Sid- 
ney Lumet directed the United 
Artists release in Color by DeLuxe. 


Mat 2A 


Jessica Walter as the “Libby” of Mary McCarthy’s No. 1 best- 
seller, “The Group,” discovers there are things about men she 
never learned in college in this scene from Charles K. Feldman’s 
screen presentation of the book which opens through United 
Artists release and in Color by DeLuxe ................ at the ......0c...: 


Theatre. Sidney Lumet directed. 


PAGE 8 


Over A Thousand 
Gcstumes Created 
For ‘The Group’ 


Pity poor Anna Hill Johnstone! 

Miss Johnstone is a motion pic- 
ture costume designer and she was 
called in by Writer-Producer Sid- 
ney Buchman and Director Sidney 
Lumet to design costumes for the 
eight girls, their families and 
friends, whose careers are so re- 
lentlessly examined by Mary Mc- 
Carthy in her No. 1 best-seller 
“The Group,” motion picture treat- 
ment of which opens ................ at 
ito \oeeeeermees Theatre under United 
Artists release. 

As readers of the novel will re- 
call—and_ records indicate there 
were some ten million of them — 
the action of this story, which 
raised storms of protest in some 
circles when it first appeared — 
takes place in the six years 1933- 
39, and not only did Miss John- 
stone have to design complete 
wardrobes for the leading and 
supporting players, but she had 
to keep pace in fashion changes 
all the way from 1933 to 1939, 
and the speed with which women’s 
fashions change is notorious! 

It added up to over 1,000 cus- 
tumes, with those worn by the 
“Kay” and “Libby” of the story 
numbering 39 each alone! “Kay” 
is played by Joanna Pettet and 
“Libby” by Jessica Walter, two 
of the seven highly-talented and 
promising young actresses not very 
familiar to movie-goers who were 
assembled for the cast by Buch- 
man and Lumet. The eighth girl is 
screen star Shirley Knight, who 
plays “Polly.” 


Stull TG-60 
Kathleen Widdoes 


Mat 1B 


Hartman Returns 


Screen starlet Elizabeth Hart- 
man who won wide critical ac- 
claim for her role in the recent 
“A Patch of Blue,” returns to the 
screen as one of the eight girls 
in “The Group,” film version of 
Mary McCarthy’s No. 1 best-seller. 
The picture opens ................ at the 
ieee: Theatre through United 
Artists release in Color by DeLuxe. 
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Mat 3B 


Mary McCarthy’s No. 1 best-seller, ““The Group” as the movie camera sees them. Top, beginning 
left: Joanna Pettet as “Kay,” Jessica Walter as “Libby,” Mary-Robin Redd as “Pokey,” and Can- 
dice Bergen as “Lakey.’”’ Bottom, commencing left: Elizabeth Hartman as ‘“‘Priss,” Kathleen Wid- 
does as “Helena,” Joan Hackett as “Dottie,” and Shirley Knight as “Polly.” Charles K. Feldman 


presentation in Color by DeLuxe opens ................ at the’ .....c\ac..:- 


Theatre, under United Artists 


release. Sidney Buchman wrote screenplay and produced, and Sidney Lumet directed. 


Film Version of McCarthy's Frank Novel 


‘The Group’ Pr 


General Production Story) 


oduced in New York City 


One of the most ambitious motion pictures ever undertaken and produced entirely in New 
York City, is the Charles K. Feldman presentation of “The Group,” from the incisive and 
frank novel of the lives and loves of eight young women by Mary McCarthy in Color by 


DeLuxe which opens 


at the 


Steers ve Theatre under United Artists release. 


It was in New York that the action of Miss McCarthy’s No. 1 best-seller took place, and 


all its famous landmarks such as 
Greenwich Village, the great ho- 
tel, stores and entertainment cen- 
ters were there to be photographed 
—on location—without necessitat- 
ing the erection of huge sets. 


And, since it is New York, that 
city’s most famous motion picture 
director, Sidney Lumet, who, de- 
spite his many successes, has yet 
to work in Hollywood, directed 
“The Group,” under the aegis of 
Filmdom’s great Sidney Buchman 
who wrote the script from the 
McCarthy original, and produced 
the film. The camera work is by 
the acknowledged dean of New 
York cameramen Boris Kaufman, 
best known for his similar stints 
for “On the Waterfront,” “Baby 
Doll,” and Lumet’s dramatic thun- 
derbolt “The Pawnbroker.” 


Since “The Group” traces the 
careers of eight girls at the time 
of their graduation from college 
in the early depression years up 
to about the time of Hitler’s inva- 
sion of Poland when the realities 
of life had matured them, the task 
of finding young actresses for the 
roles was something of a problem. 
This was solved by casting eight 
of the country’s most promising 


Candice Bergen, 


who plays Lakey, is the daughter of 
Edgar Bergen. She has just completed 
her third year at the University of 
Pennsylvania after a highly success- 
ful season as a model in New York, 
where she makes her home. Candy, 
as she is called, has already em- 
barked on a career as a photograph- 
er and writer as well as acting and 
modelling. 


Joan Hackett, 


who plays Dottie, was lauded by 
Time Magazine (April 12, 1963) as 
one of a rising group of television- 
trained actresses. She has also ap- 
peared both on and off-Broadway 
and lists an Obie, a Theatre World 
Award and a Vernon Rice Award 
among her theatrical marks of dis- 
tinction. 


Elizabeth Hartman, 


who plays Priss, has just finished 
shooting her first film, a leading 
role opposite Sidney Poitier in “A 
Patch of Blue.” An Ohio girl, she 
was trained with little theatre groups 
and had two years experience with 
the Cleveland Playhouse before go- 
ing to Hollywood. 


Shirley Knight, 


who plays Polly, is the most expe 
enced film actress in “The Grou 
She was twice nominated for “” 
Dark at the Top of the Stairs,” 

second for “Sweet Bird of You 
In addition to the seven films 

has made, Miss Knight has appe: 
on Broadway, in stock compa 
and on many television shows. 


youngsters, all of whom but one 
have had very little experience 
before the cameras. 


The girls selected were Candice 
Bergen to play Lakey; Joan 
Hackett as Dottie; Elizabeth Hart- 
man as Priss; Shirley Knight (the 
only film “name” in the feminine 
cast) as Polly; Joanna Pettet as 
Kay; Mary-Robin Redd as Pokey; 
Jessica Walter as Libby, and 
Kathleen Widdoes as Helena. 


Casting of the male roles, those 
which are romantically involved 
with one or more of the girls, was 
somewhat easier, but still re- 
stricted to relatively new screen 
faces. The men are James Brode- 
rick as Dr. Ridgeley; James Cong- 
don as Sloan; Larry Hagman as 
Harald; Hal Holbrook as Gus 
Leroy and Richard Mulligan as 
Dick Brown. 


“The Group” marks the return 
to active production of screen vet- 
eran Buchman, who has been an 
important force in production 
since 1933 and among whose cre- 
dits are the historic “Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington,” “Talk of the 
Town,” “Here Comes Mr. Jordan,” 
“The Jolson Story” and “Jolson 
Sings Again.” His most recent 
writing-producing job before “The 


Brief Bios of ‘The Group’ 


Group” was the Rod Steiger-Stuart 
Whitman starrer “The Mark.” 

Lumet’s most recent directorial 
assignments have been “Fail Safe,” 
“The Pawnbroker,” “The Hill,” 
and, three years ago, the highly 
acclaimed motion picture presen- 
tation of the Eugene O’Neill tri- 
umph “Long Day’s Journey Into 
Night.” 

Among the actual locations film- 
ed on the spot for “The Group” 
are Grand Central Terminal; The 
Cunard line pier at 52nd Street; 
Luchow’s famed restaurant; Cen- 
tral Park and its Tavern-on-lite- 
Green; the St. Regis Hotel, the 
Washington Square area and the 
adjacent Greenwich Village; ‘St. 
Mark’s-in-the-Bouwerie, one of the 
oldest, finest and “classiest” 
churches in the city; various sub- 
way stations, a number of depart- 
ment stores, and several of the 
better-known thoroughfares of the 
great city. 

A mansion on Long Island was 
also used, as were a Women’s hos- 
pital exterior in fashionable West- 
chester, and, for the actual gradu- 
ation scene which opens the pic- 
ture and sets its mode and direc- 
tion, a locale in New London, Con- 
necticut, 70 miles from the heart 


of New York City. 


Joanna Pettet, 


who plays Kay, has three Broadway 
plays to her credit and many tele- 
vision shows, In her last Broadway 
appearance she starred in “Poor 
Richard.” She trained at the Neigh- 
borhood Playhouse and was a mem- 
ber of the Lincoln Center Repertory 
Theatre until she embarked on a 


seven-month national tour opposite 
Taw Ew all in Taba UMass Cho’e Mino “ 


Jessica Walter, 


who plays Libby, scored a hit in 
Peter Ustinov’s last Broadway play, 
“Photo Finish,” and won the Clarence 
Derwent Award for her dual role in 
that play. More recently she was the 
only American in the British cast of 
“K Severed Head” on Broadway. She 
has been seen this season on the 
CBS series “For the People” and had 
a featured role in Robert Rossen’s 
film “Lilith.” 


Sidney Lumet, New Yorker, 
Directs ‘Group,’ Tale of N. Y. 


There are actors who excel at 
westerns, others who are tops at 
mysteries and_ still others who 
can’t be beat at musicals and 
spectaculars. There are also those 
who are terrific with the New 
York scene and tops among these 
is Sidney Lumet. 

Which is mainly why he was 
awarded the coveted directorial 
stint for Charles K. Feldman’s 
presentation “The Group,” screen 
version of Mary McCarthy’s No. 
1 best-seller of the same _ title, 
whichwopetisw.... = at the 
eee Theatre under United 
Artists release in Color by DeLuxe. 
Sidney Buchman, who produced 
the new Famous Artists Produc- 
tion, also adapted the McCarthy 
novel for the screen. 

Lumet is a New Yorker. He was 
born in N. Y. C. and he knows 
the place, and while his roster of 
films lists some of the most re- 
markable motion pictures ever 
made, he has yet to direct a pic- 
ture in Hollywood. 

And “The Group,” it will be re- 
called, is a frank and incisive story 
of New York — specifically the 
stories of eight sweet and innocent 
young girl graduates dented by 
their collisions with the realities 
of life. 

Lumet began his career in the 
entertainment world as a_ child 
actor with his father, Baruch Lu- 


DEAN OF GOTHAM 
PHOTOGS LENSES 
THE GROUP’ 


Just as Hollywood has its “best” 
photographers in various catego- 
ries, so does New York, and the 
acknowledged “best cinema-pho- 
tographer of New York” in the 
business is Boris Kaufman. He’s 
got an Oscar to prove it. 

So it was natural that Producer 
Sidney Buchman and Director Sid- 
ney Lumet decided upon Kaufman 
to photograph United Artists’ 
forthcoming release “The Group,” 
screen adaptation of the No. 1 
best-seller by Mary McCarthy, 
which opens ............ atethe: a... 
Theatre. The Famous Artists Pro- 
duction, which was prepared for 
the screen and produced by Buch- 
man, is in Color by DeLuxe. 

Not only is “The Group” a story 
of eight girls in New York, but 
the picture itself is said to be the 
most ambitious movie ever pro- 
duced in its entirety in New York, 
so who better than Kaufman? 

Among Kaufman’s jobs in New 
York—where he shoots right on 
location—are “On the Waterfront” 
which won him the Oscar; “Pat- 
terns,” “Baby Doll,” “12 Angry 
Men,” “Splendor in the Grass,” 
“Long Days Journey Into Night” 
(on nearby Long Island) and “All 
the Way Home.” 


met, in the Yiddish theatre district 
on lower Second Ave., in New 
York. Even today, when the Yid- 
dish theatre is almost dead, Lumet 
is well known in the area, partic- 
ularly at Ratner’s, a Jewish dairy 
restaurant on the ground floor of 
an old rehearsal hall. 

While still in his twenties, Lu- 
met made the transition from act- 
ing to directing. He worked in 
television during what is now call- 
ed its “Golden Era,” the early 
1950’s. Dynamic and imaginative 
as a director he learned his craft 
well and today is one of the most 
technically accomplished directors 
working with film. In addition, 
many critics have praised his ar- 
tistic faculties highly. During his 
television days Lumet directed so 
many shows that he has lost count 
of the total number. On the “Dan- 
ger” series alone there were over 
100. Particularly noteworthy among 
his television shows were his “The 
Iceman Cometh” for Channel 13 
in New York and “12 Angry Men” 
which he later made into his first 
film with Henry Fonda starring. 

In the years since, Lumet has 
made “That Kind of Woman,” 
“Long Day’s Journey Into Night,” 
“The Fugitive Kind,” “A View 
From the Bridge,’ “The Pawn- 
broker,” ‘“Fail-Safe,” “The Hill” 


and now “The Group.” 


‘Group’ Girls Put 
Nix On Hair-Trims 


What’s stronger than a movie 
producer’s insistance upon authen- 
ticity? 

A woman’s attachment to her 
hair-do! 

Writer-Producer Sidney Buch- 


man and Director Sidney Lumet 
found that out when they were 
costuming for “The Group,” Char- 
les K. Feldman’s presentation of 


the No. 1 best-seller by Mary 
McCarthy, “The Group,” which 
OPENS! wa ee es. at, thew Sy ets 


Theatre under United Artists re- 
lease and in Color by DeLuxe. 

As the ten million readers of 
Miss McCarthy’s bombshell will 
recall, the action of this incisive 
and frank examination into the 
private lives of eight women takes 
place during the years 1933-39 
when short hair was the a-go-go. 
So short hair-dos were ordered for 
the eight talented newcomers to 
the screen assembled to play the 
eight roles. But is was a no-go-a- 
go-go! 

All eight refused! They all had 
long hair, in keeping with the cur- 
rent mode, and they refused to cut 
it. So a compromise was reached. 
Hollywood’s famed hair stylist 
Frederic Jones was called in, and 
he found a way to tighten the 
girls’ crowning glory so that it 
looked short and strictly from the 
1930’s. 
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Mat 2C 


Hollywood re-enacts a climactic scene from the No. 1 best-seller 
by Mary McCarthy, “The Group.” Kathleen Widdoes as Miss Me- 
Carthy’s “Helena,” surprises Larry Hagman as “Harald” and 
Carrie Nye as “Norine” in Charles K. Feldman’s motion picture 
of the best-seller, which opens under United Artists release and 


in Color by DeLuxe ................ 


atthe: h..5 se0sos.- Theatre, written 


for the screen and produced by Sidney Buchman and directed 


by Sidney Lumet. 


Shirley Knight 
Plays ‘Polly’ in 
Filmed ‘Group’ 


There’s at least one well-known 
name among the eight talented 
young ladies assembled by Produ- 
cer Sidney Buchman and Director 
Sidney Lumet to play the eight 
women whose private lives are so 
frankly examined in Mary Mce- 
Carthy’s No. 1 best-seller “The 
Group,” film treatment of which 
opens .......... Sie Doel see Theatre. 

She’s Shirley Knight and she is 
the only well-known Hollywoodian 
among the ladies, all the rest of 
whom were chosen from a list of 
most talented and _ promising 
actresses for the Famous Artists 
production and United Artists re- 
lease in Color by DeLuxe. She 
plays the demanding role of 
Rolly? 

Upon her graduation from the 
University of Wichita, Miss Knight 
got her chance when she appeared 
on an NBC-TV Matinee Theatre 
program. She “clicked” immedi- 
ately, winning two Academy 
Award nominations in quick order 
— for “The Dark at the Top of 
the Stairs” and “Sweet Bird of 
Youth.” Her most recent triumph 
was in “Flight From Ashiya” and 
she has since appeared in several 
Broadway triumphs. She is also 
well known on the stock company 
and Shakespeare Festival circuits. 

Shirley is married to Producer 
Gene Persson and they live in New 
York permanently. She is the 
mother of a year-old daughter. 
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Mat 1A 
Mary-Robin Redd 


Vintage Cars Roll 
In New Film of 
McCarthy Novel 


Like antique cars? 

Go see Charles K. Feldman’s 
“The Group,” United Artists re- 
lease in Color by DeLuxe, adapted 
and produced for the screen from 
Mary McCarthy’s provocative and 
incisive No. 1 best-seller of the 
same name by Sidney Buchman 


which opens ............ Bi NG) aye ee 
Theatre. 
As you will recall from the 


book, “The Group” is a frank tale 
of eight women from the time of 
their graduation from college un- 
til a day six years later when ex- 
periences of various sorts, partic- 
ularly with men, have made them 
into mature and world-wise wo- 
men. The period is 1933-39 and if 
there’s anything Buchman and 
Sidney Lumet who directed, in- 
sist upon, it’s authenticity. 

Many of the situations call for 
automobiles and for these a call 
went out for authentic classics. So 
you'll see a real 1940 MG road- 
ster, a 1936 Lafayette sedan, a 
1933 Chevrolet convertible, and a 
double-decker Fifth Avenue bus. 

About that Chevy convertible— 
it’s a taxi in the picture and one 
morning while it was on its way 
to location it was flagged down 
and ticketed by a policeman for 
not having a police department es- 
cutcheon permitting it to operate 
as a taxi! No harm was done, 
however. It’s use was explained to 
the guardian of the law. 


(Use of this art restricted to publicity only. Use in paid advertising is forbidden.) 


Mat 3A 


Famed Broadway Caricaturist Al Hirschfeld takes a look at Charles K. Feldman’s presentation 


of Mary McCarthy’s No. 1 best-seller “The Group” 
Color by DeLuxe and under United Artists release 


is Edgar Bergen’s daughter Candice who bows as a fi 


Hardest Job in Making ‘Group’ 
Was Casting The Eight Girls 


When Mary McCarthy’s No. 1 best-seller “The Group” first 
came out, it caused consternation in some places, amusement 
in others, anger in many and intense interest on the part of 
critics. In all, it is estimated that ten million Americans read it. 

Now the highly provocative, if not daring and certainly 


frank history of eight girls, from 
the time of their College gradua- 
tion to a climactic day six years 
later when experience, particular- 
ly with the men in their lives, had 
matured them, comes to the screen 
in the Charles K. Feldman _pre- 
sentation and United Artists re- 
lease in Color by DeLuxe “The 
Group,” opening at the 
— Theatre. 

Miss McCarthy’s best-seller was 
adapted for the screen by screen 
veteran Sidney Buchman who also 
produced it, and it was directed 
by Sidney Lumet. It is a produc- 
tion of Famous Artists Produc- 
tions and Famartists Productions, 
S.A., and was shot in its entirety 
in and around New York City. 

The big problem in producing 
the picture, according to Lumet, 
was to find eight girls, all similar- 
ly alike enough at the outset to 
make them a natural group to 
form themselves into a tight cam- 
pus clique. They also had to be 
young—college graduate young— 
and it took some time of searching 
before the two men decided that 
they had better search elsewhere 
than in the rosters of Hollywood’s 
better knowns. 

So they looked among the lesser 
knowns and came up with at least 
seven for the roles. The eighth 
role was assigned to Shirley 
Knight who fitted it like the pro- 
verbial glove. 

The seven lesser knowns are 
Candice Bergen, daughter of Char- 
lie MecCarthy’s alter ego Edgar 
Bergen; Joan Hackett, whose first 
picture this is despite a reputation 
on TV and on the stage; Eliza- 
beth Hartman who, until now was 
known only to devotees of the 
little theatre around Cleveland, 


Authentic 
New York 


Since the face of New York City 
is always changing, it wasn’t easy 
for Writer-Producer Sidney Buch- 
man to find authentic 1933-39 lo- 
cation shots in the city for Char- 
les K. Feldman’s “The Group,” 
from Mary McCarthy’s No. 1 best- 
seller which opens ............ at the 
ees Theatre. 

But there are places left and 
Director Sidney Lumet, who is a 
native New Yorker and who knows 
and understands it because the 
city happens to be his major fas- 
cination, knew where they were. 
So it’s authentic New York—just 
as Miss McCarthy described it in 
her novel which had set off several 
storms, plus, of course, such en- 
during landmarks as have escaped 
the wrecking ball, you'll see in 
“The Group.” 


and who played a bit in “A Patch 
of Blue;” Joanna Pettet, a Martha 
Graham dancer who has scored on 
the stage and is known to TV 
audiences; Mary-Robin Redd, also 
of TV, a former teacher and man- 
ager of an art gallery; Jessica 
Walter who has some movie sup- 
porting roles to her credit and 
holds a Derwent Award as Out- 
standing Young Actress of the 
Year, and Kathleen Widdoes, a 
Fulbright Scholarship holder who 
did some stage work but has never 
been in a picture. 

All eight — that includes Miss 
Knight—have, what Buchman and 
Lumet insisted they had to have— 
a homegeneity to make them logi- 
cal members of a campus group— 
and an ability to play act. 

The men in the lives of the 
eight are played by James Brode- 
rick, James Congdon, Larry Hag- 
man, Hal Holbrook, Richard Mul- 
ligan and Robert Emhardt. 
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in production and finds it good. Film opens in 
MEET A at the ................ Theatre. Sidney 


screenplay and_ pro- 


to the screen but derbied figure lower left 
Imite in the new film. 


Famed Polish Star 
Makes U.S. Debut 
In ‘The Group’ 


Once famed as Poland’s greatest 
actress and later an escapee from 
behind the Iron Curtain under cir- 
cumstances worthy of the farthest- 
out spy thriller yet produced, Li- 
dia Prochnicka plays her first 
American role in €harles K. Feld- 
man’s presentation of “The Group,” 
written from Mary MceCarthy’s 
No. 1 best-seller by Sidney Buch- 
man, who also produced it, and 
Which Opens’ ....0.00 om at the 
Theatre. Sidney Lumet 
directed the United Artists release 
in Color by DeLuxe. 


Miss Prochnicka plays the high- 
ly controversial role of the Baro- 
ness D’Etienne in the Famous 
Artists production, whose unna- 
tural relationship with the “Lakey” 
of Miss McCarthy’s incisive study 
of eight women caused a furor in 
some circles when the book first 
appeared. “Lakey” is played by 
Candice Bergen, daughter of Ed- 
gar Bergen of Charlie McCarthy 
fame, and this is her first motion 
picture appearance. 


Mat 2B 


The men in the lives of “The Group,” the eight girls whose 
careers are traced by Mary McCarthy in her No. 1 best-seller and 


which opens ........... .... at the ... 


RS: Theatre as a Charles K. 


Feldman production and United Artists release in Color by 
DeLuxe. Top, left: Richard Mulligan as “Dick Brown;” right, 
James Broderick as “Dr. Ridgeley.” Bottom, left, Larry Hagman 
as “Harald Peterson;”’ right, James Congdon as “Sloan Crockett.” 
Written for the screen and produced by Sidney Buchman, “The 
Group” was directed by Sidney Lumet. 
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Exploitation 


MARY McCARTHY’S #1 BEST-SELLER 


‘THE GROUP’ TREMENDOUS BUILD-UP FOR FEATURE! 


Mary McCarthy’s “The Group” became a Number One best-seller almost as 
soon as it appeared in the stores and remained one for a long, long time. It 
ran through many editions and interest in it is still enormous. 

New American Library has issued a special movie edition in paperback, and 
it’s now on the racks at bookstores, newsstands, super-markets, etc. 

This, of course, opens the way wide for you to bookshop co-operations. BUT 


PLEASE DON’T GET THE IDEA THAT THIS IS JUST ANOTHER BOOK- 
STORE TIE-IN! 

It isn’t! It’s a great chance for you to cash in on the enormous publicity 
which this book has continued to generate. 

Here are some ways you can do that: 


Use enlargements of 
the two Art Stills shown 
at right in the windows 
of bookstores. Ribbons 
from the noyel’s char- 
acters to open pages of 
the book is a natural 
display setup for this 
art. Still numbers may be found among the Art Stills on Page 
11 (bottom right). 


MAILINGS: If the bookshop has a mailing list—and many of 
them do—make sure whatever they send out, be it on “The 
Group” or not, carries a “coming soon” announcement about 
your showing. 


LIBRARIES: Rental or public—should be contacted for a card 
inviting reader attention to the fact that the Mary McCarthy 
novel has been made into a movie and that there are copies of 
“The Group” and other McCarthy books in the library. 


BOOK SNIPING: Make sure you put up special paper on the 
rack calling attention to your showing. Also, arrange if you can, 
to enclose a herald or “coming soon in movie form” announce- 
ment in all copies, well in advance if possible. 


WINDOWS: Your showing of “The Group” makes the book 
timely. This deserves at least a window—of the paperback and 
the hard-cover editions. Stills may be “captioned” with passages 
taken directly from the book, or ribbons, as shown on this page, 
can go from special art to sections of the book describing the 
eight women. The special door panels described below can form 
a background for a display. 


BOOK MARKS: Print a quantity of 1-col. ads as book marks 
and distribute wherever books are sold or circulated. 


Introduce Movie-Goers To ‘The Group With These 4 Door Panels! 


This set of four door panels can do a 


crackerjack show-selling job for you! 


In addition to their use on your doors, 
they can be mounted on heavy board and 
cut out for standees and they can be used 
not only in the theatre but at such spots 
where the crowds can be caught, as shop- 
ping centers, ball games, bus and air ter- 


minals, ete. 


Each panel measures 20 x 60 inches. 


PRICE: 


$7.50 
Per set of 4 


From 
National 
Screen 


FREE Teaser Trailer 


A teaser trailer that tantalizingly introduces the audience 
to various “characters” in “The Group” does a real sweet 
bit of advance selling on this one. 


Not only is this a beaut for your own theatre but it will do 
an excellent job at cross-plugging for you at co-operating 
or associated theatres. 


Get this one early; look at it carefully to see what it can 
and will do for you and then—let it! 


Your FREE print is available now at 
National Screen Service 


REGULAR TRAILER 


In addition to the Teaser Trailer mentioned above, there is a 
real whizz of a Theatrical Trailer ready to do a bang-up follow- 
through selling job on “The Group.” All the important selling 
elements of the advertising campaign are emphasized in selected 
scenes of this trailer. Order your print early and start showing 
it with the Teaser. 

Available now at 
National Screen 


Memories of the ‘30s 


Here’s an idea to take to the picture editor of your newspaper: 


Let him announce that he wants pictures—snapshots or other- 
wise—of local women who were girls in the ’30s—the period of 
“The Group’”—as a sort of “Remember When” feature! What he 
—or she—is particularly after, he explains, are pictures of girls 
in the dresses of “The Group” period. 


For an added kick, he can run this as a “‘guess who?” feature, 
calling upon the public to identify prominent women around town 
today from photos of them as girls in the ’30s. 


Retrace Groups 


Every school has its “Groups” — tight little coteries of girls 
who got together through a common interest. 


How about asking a newspaper feature writer or TV reporter 
to look up some of these “Groups” of the ’30s and find out what’s 
become of them? 


He can get his start by asking school people who were around 
in the ’30s for leads and then hunt up the members. This could 
make for excellent newspaper stories with “then and now” pic- 
tures, and even a fine TV feature! 


‘The Group’ Fashions 


The fashions of the ’30s are enjoying a considerable revival 
right now and it may well be that a department or women’s spe- 
cialty shop will jump at the opportunity of tieing in these fashions 
with “The Group.” 


The story takes place in the ’30s, the girls in the picture have 
complete wardrobes of the period and the stills are great for an 
enterprising merchandiser looking for a “hook!” 


It may well be that a display of the current fashions can be 
called “The Group” or “inspired by “The Group’” 
chandiser should have little difficulty in matching up garments 


and the mer- 


from his racks with stills from the picture! 


This whole thing can well be kicked off with a fashion show— 
on your stage if conditions will permit—or in the store, and local 
fashion editors should be acquainted with the connection early! 
Or, a fashion reporter on a TV station can show some of the store’s 
garments — or from a number of stores in town — and indicate 
how they trace back to the ’30s of “The Group”’ via stills! 


This thing can be made as big as you want to because it’s a 
natural! Take advantage of this! 


Radio/TV Material 


Campaign the listeners and viewers with the TV and Radio spots for “The Group” to 
lend force and round out your advertising and publicity campaigns. Available are: 


FREE TV SPOTS: A number of takes from a few seconds to a full minute, with 


ample room for local playdate information, but charged with the same dynamite which made 
the Mary McCarthy novel on which the picture is based, number one best-seller! 


FREE RADIO SPOTS: A platter-full of ’em, also running from a few 


seconds to a full minute with space for the inclusion of local information and loaded with 
the sensation of the original novel! 


For these sales assists, contact: 


Exploitation Department 
United Artists Corporation 
729 Seventh Avenue, New York 10019 


Telop and Slide 


Announcement illustrated is available as 


either glass slide or Telop print. Check 
with TV station for form preferred before 


ea ordering. 
, a \ : Theatre copy to be put on locally can only 
~~ te \ be done on the Telop print. Call letters in- 


A CHARLES K FELDMAN accrweancn 
COLGR by MAUIKE seco ore UNITED ARTISTS 


cluded at no extra charge. 


PRICES 


$5.00 without theatre imprint 
$7.50 with theatre imprint 
$2.00 for each additional slide or Telop 


Order from: QQ Title Card Co., 
247 West 46th Street, New York City 10036 


RS AER 
SECM FOR BETS 


Satin Accessories 


FROM THE CHARLES K. FELDMAN re ca es 
#1 BEST SELLER ee PRESENTS 


BY 4g} = RECOMMENDED 
MARY McCARTHY ! HE GROUP FOR ADULTS 


COLOR by DeLUXE seases im UNITED ARTISTS 


3-Piece Streamer 
15 feet, strung together, in color 


Complete Streamer. ........ $21.50 


ORDER this material from your local 
NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE EX- 
CHANGE. All items are manufactured 
by NATIONAL FLAG & DISPLAY CO., 
43 W. 21st St., N. Y., N. Y. 10010 — 
Tel. 212-OR 5-5230. In Canada, place 
orders with CONSOLIDATED THEA- 
TRE SERVICES, 120 Wellington St., 
W. Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


McCARTHY §=\—_————’ 


CHARLES K. FELDMAN 


PRESENTS 


“THE |. 
GROUP 


U she rs COLOR by DeLUXE Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 
Badge 
Each 50¢ 


THIS PICTURE IS 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
ADULTS 


Art Stills 


This wide selection of art elements enables you to 
prepare displays, special ads, programs and other pro- 
motional material as described in these pages. They 
are available as 8x 10 black and white photos. 


Order by number from National Screen 


TG-ART 2 


TG-A 


RT 4 TG-ART 5 


TG-ART 6 


TG-ART 7 
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Posters and 


Order All 


Accessories 


From 


National 


Screen 


3 SHEET 


SET OF 4 DOOR PANELS! 
For Details See Page 10. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 


Set of Eight 
11 x 14 

LOBBY CARDS 

° 
WINDOW CARD 
° 
22 x 28 LOBBY CARD 

° 


14 x 36 INSERT CARD 


24 SHEET 


6 SHEET 


1 SHEET “A” 1 SHEET “’B” 
Official Billing The Story The Cast 
60°, (Not for Publication) THE GROUP 
Charles K. Feldman 7o me ; EU OG EOIN rg csenn cles seynnrcitnansy Candice Bergen 
artasnts This is the story of eight girls at Vassar College, from the time of their com- Dorothy Renfrew ................ Tada Hackett 
“THE GROUP” 100% mencement, Class of ‘33, to the year 1939, when, older, wiser, disillusioned perhaps; ae easiehiem bi as eettales,.2 Elizabeth Hartman 
%o : i iti OU MN pssst gg: AE rescues Shirley Knight 
they are brought together again by a tragic circumstance. ROyCOMONEE oe ee. ..,..c...... oe Joanna Pettet 
The Girls: The story tells us of the dreams of the girls, of their involvements, their disillu- sore ee ue ee Mie erssig A 
each 507% in alphabetical order sionments and of some of their triumphs. It is a broad story, cutting across and Metada Device ad trele ein Js eo Adee, 
Candice Bergen as Lakey deeply into the innermost souls of eight emotionally and intellectually different THE MEN 
Joan Hackett as Dottie . : ; 
‘ ; kinds of women bound together only by the fact that they went to school together. Dr: cRidgélegacsncn ne goklabe, James Broderick 
Elizabeth Hartman as Priss Sloan Crockett James Congdon 
Shirley Knight as Polly It tells us of Lakey (CANDICE BERGEN), beautiful, intellectual but emotionally Herald Peterson ............................ Larry Heomion 
Joanna Pettet as Kay cool; of Dottie (JOAN HACKETT) Boston Brahmim who becomes too deeply in- Gus ORME eos cha, Joona ae Hal Holbrook 
Mary-Robin Redd as Pokey volved with a roguish Greenwich Village artist (RICHARD MULLIGAN); of Priss Dick Brown ...........ssesseeeee eee Richard Mulligan 
Jessica Walter as Libby (ELIZABETH HARTMAN) who marries a young pediatrician (JAMES CONG- Featuring 
Kathleen Widdoes as Helena . ; : Mr FANGGOWS jecin bstorer d. 08s Robert Emhardt 
DON) who knows an advantageous marriage when he sees one, and makes it, and Novae Ul Gat Carrie Nye 
The Men: of Polly (SHIRLEY KNIGHT) she of the roseate notions of the rewards to be 
each 50% in alphabetical order gathered in a life dedicated to the public service. e 
paar broderick os Br, Kids ey It tells us of Kay (JOANNA PETTET) who marries Harald (LARRY HAGMAN) : 
James Congdon as Sloan : . a e , A Production Staff 
a man forever “going” to write a play but who never gets around to it because of 
Larry Hagman as Harald ae ; - Prosente@ome. ts... Charles K. Feldman 
Hal Holbrook as Gus Leroy his addiction to the bottle and his appreciation for a well-turned ankle. Of Pokey ee, a) en a Sidney Buchman 
Richard Mulligan as Dick Brown (MARY-ROBIN REDD)—easy-going, rich, plump—who believes she is accepting life Directed Dy sa... 9-- dresses ploaney ‘Lumet 
on her own terms; of Libby (JESSICA WALTER) the writer of the group, and of un- Written for the Screen by ............ Sidney Buchman 
with : 2 Based on the Novel by .................... Mary McCarthy 
assuming, plain Helena (KATHLEEN WIDDOES) who wants to be a teacher. Music Supervised by ...........0.0.000000. Charles Gross 
Robert Emhardt 25% at : : 
: "The G " 7 f h aly frankly. al aStaied d In Association with ............ Score Productions, Inc. 
Carrie Nye 25% e Group’ traces the destiny of each—candidly, frankly, always grippingly -an Conducted: by ie 5, Settee. Robert de Cormier 
with the deep human understanding and compassion which have made Mary Production Designed by ................ Gene Callahan 
Written for the screen and Produced by McCarthy's No. 1 best-seller, from which the film was made, the modern, albeit con- Director of Photography .................. Boris Kaufman 
Sidney Buchman 35% ; Mies Production Supervisor ow. Henry Spitz 
troversial classic it is. Costumes Designed by ........... Anna Hill Johnstone 
From the novel by Mary McCarthy 35% : : Mair seyies by 957 EO. BOs Signs Frederic Jones 
; : We leave “The Group” at a strange re-union of The Class of ‘33. Time has Mabe-Up-b Linn maak 
Directed by Sidney Lumet 35% : ; : : : Ma Ce De DY biz. nrtvag?t page eas. ts Se rving Duchman 
worked strange things with them. And as the words of the Class Valedictorian, ‘33 re) Ralph Rosenbloom 
Sue DY A... aca Manhattan-West Sound, Inc. 


A Production of Famous Artists Productions 


come back to all at the fadeout, we know that each is evaluating a life. 


and Famartists Productions, S.A. 5% A Production of Famous Artists Productions 
RUNNING TIME: 150 Mins. and Famartists Productions, S.A. 
COLOR by DeLUXE 35% Color by DeLuxe 
Released thru United Artists 35% Released thru United Artists 
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